This is from Wikipedia on the Clean Water Act. This is what is ahead of the Big Eau Pleine for the TMDL
study the DNR is starting in October. This study is all Clean Water Act/EPA driven.
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Water bodies that do not meet applicable water quality standards with technology-based controls
alone are placed on the section 303(d) list of water bodies not meeting standards. Water bodies
on the 30d(d) list require development of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). A TMDL is a
calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can receive and still meet
WQS. The TMDL is determined after study of the specific properties of the water body and the
pollutant sources that contribute to the non-compliant status. Generally, the TMDL determines
load based on a Waste Load Allocation (WLA), Load Allocation (LA), and Margin of Safety (MOS)
Once the TMDL assessment is completed and the maximum pollutant loading capacity defined,
an implementation plan is developed that outlines the measures needed to reduce pollutant
loading to the non-compliant water body, and bring it into compliance. Over 60,000 TMDLs are
proposed or in development for U.S. waters in the next decade and a half.

Following the issuance of a TMDL for a water body, implementation of the requirements involves
modification to NPDES permits for facilities discharging to the water body to meet the WLA
allocated to the water body (see Title 1V).

As of 2007, approximately half of the rivers, lakes, and bays under EPA oversight were not safe
enough for fishing and swimming. [19] The development of WQS and TMDL is a complex
process, both scientifically and legally, and it is a resource-intensive process for state agencies.



