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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WAdBHINGTON. D e  ~14dHI 

O O I q ~ E  O F  "l~fll ~ t 4 A I m ~ A N  

June 5, 2009 

The Honorable Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 
517 East Wlscons'm Avenue, Room 408 
Milwaukee, WI 53202-4504 

Dear Senator Feingold: 

I am writing in response to your May 7, 2009 letter on behalf of your constituent, 
Mr. Douglas Eisele of the Big Eau Pleine Citizens Organization (BEPCO), concerning 
the operations ofEau Pleine Reservoir, which is part of the Wisconsin Valley Project 
(FERC No. P-2113). Specifically, your constituent is concerned with the welfare of the 
fishery at the reservoir, and requested that several changes be made to the operating 
license. The request includes an increase to the minimum reservoir water level, the 
mandating of repaLrs and operation of an aeration system, and a resurvey of the 
topography of the lake bottom. The following addresses each of these three concerns. 

During the 1996 relicensing of the project, the Commission prepared an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) which considered several minimum reservoir 
elevation scenarios, including the one proposed by your constituenL The currently 
established operational standard was developed in consultation with the resource agencies 
and local non-governmental organizations to minimize adverse environmental effects, 
while providing hydropower generation downstream of the reservoir. Furthermore, the 
EIS demonstrated that a greater volume of water in the reservoir (as requested by your 
constituent) does not in itself preclude oxygen depletion problems (which is a concern of 
Mr. Eisele) and that historical records have shown that the reservoir can maintain 
adequate dissolved oxygen levels to support the fishery at reservoir levels well below the 
current minimum. 

The operation of an aeration system at Eau Pleine Reservoir is not a requirement 
ofthc project license, but rather a service provided by the licensee and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) in an attempt to supplement dissolved oxygen 
in the reservoir. Due to the large size of the reservoir, the aeration units only provide 
minor relief to the fishery during periods of low dissolved oxygen. Low dissolved 
oxygen levels have historically occurred at the reservoir, and the aeration system 
(purchased and currently operated by the WDNR with the funding for electrical operation 
provided by the licensee) provides a countermeasure to the large amount ofnon=po'mt 
source pollutants that consistently enter the reservoir. The licensee cooperates with the 
WDNR to ensure that the aerator is effective and properly positioned in the reservoir. 



~0090609-0061 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 06/05/2009 

2 

Finally, your constituent requests that the licensee and WDNR resurvey the 
reservoir in an attempt to reestablish the usable storage capacity and reduce fish stranding 
in potholes. As part of the operating license, the Commission requires the licensee to 
submit periodic reports detailing the effectiveness of the license requirements in meeting 
environmental and hydropower goals, and includes a requirement to report reservoir 
storage volumes and an evaluation of pothole stranding at the project. To date our 
reviews of these reports, developed in consultation with fish and wildlife resource 
agencies, have determined that the licensee is adequately meeting its obligations of the 
requirement. We will continue to monitor any fish slranding incidents that may occur at 
the project and require any reasonable measures, including a resurvey of the reservoir, 
should that measure be necessary to ensure compliance with the project license. 

We have been proactive in resolving these issues and, on April 27, 2009, we 
issued a letter to the licensee recommending that they continue to coordinate with the 
resource agencies and other interested parties and seek out ways of minimizing the 
amount ofpoUutants that enter the reservoir. I have attached a copy of the Commission's 
letter for your review. 

Should you have any questions regarding this or any other Commission matter, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. 

Enclosure 

an ~,J 



~0090609-0061 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 06/05/2009 

20090429"-0126 ~ I ~ F  (Uno£f lc141)  0 4 / 2 7 / 2 0 0 9  

~ q q c ~  OF I~mlGY n l W l ~  
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Mr. Dm, kl M. Corn, lY~mm¢ 
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Wmm~ WI M4~ 

We reoe/ved ),msr April 2, 2009 leeer bSntinS the ~ ors  amjor r-d, 
Idll that oomm~d -, Esu Pleiue l~smcir ,  which is l:Wt d t lm W'mcoasin River 
I-btdwSea Proja~ ~ No. 2113). A ~  ~o yoer fi~q. the fish k/U zuu]ted 
£mm the dcpbtlm ot'd/molved ozysen (DO) tint ~ ooouned m a rmult of 
deatyln8 cqpu~c m n s b ]  tint Ind awmsmls~ on tlw Ix~om oflhe rmmv~.  Your 
nq~oN added tint the problmn o~Iow DO w,= ftuther ~ b~ low mxtvoir l e v ~  
m~d m ~ mmiou s~mn  flmt ~ !  m pmvidm a s u f f ~  mnouut d 
~ D O . . ' a = o n ~  m am Wismm~ D~mmmm ot 'N~ma Rmounxm, ~ 
r~b km ~ ~ ~ly Febm~ ~d d~Inmd m ~b~ed 70 m O0 ~ ~tbe 

Alia- s review oFtbe ,mdldde htFmnmion, w~ have detain/rod thst the ~ h  
mmtsl~ incidaZ m a  not a smult o~ixoj~ opmtion. We w e  that fishi,m- lwve 
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= ~ m ~ m l  mnoffl~mt mmm tim mm~=r am a mllulm' I ~  Wo also n=osut= tlmt ths 
mmUsm Imv DO ~ round by ~rk:uhmd nmo~ m othm b~nd your retooL' 

I ~,m Final F m v i n m m ~  I m p ~  S m ~ - W ' m m n ~  Rivm' Bmln (Ju~ ~ ,  
! 996) md 2006 Fish I~!  Wildl~ M m ~ m t  lq~  1~' ~ 413 & 41 $ (fll~l with 
~ Commimiou oa . ~  13, ~00o3. 
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In respome to throe n~eat evem~ we note thxt ~ou lmve held several meminlp 
with medis reptumUUive~ load immet ~ ipvmmeut oMcidj, and nmour~e 
s ~ . y  l ~ n ~  to d i ~  w / p o t ~ i s l  ~ n ~ i v e  m m m s  m l  ~ n=olve my 
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rmnedixl effom, we mk th8 ~ f ik with ~ ~ommimloe, a mpo~ ~ the 
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• an ~ ~ a m y  mma~ngp from o0,*, ,~n~ ~tlnt~ k,~m'*~h.~ )~mn hs'v~m I~u.ld with ~h,, 
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m: tim Project, msd recommmdmims mxd~ m J rmult oYtboeo ~ m~ 
• -,, amc~m~ d navy nmw qp~m~im ~ i~ i k ' y  ~ .mws, , - . ,u ,  d l  ~ m.lk~ ~he 

P k ~  I b  one o ~ i n a l m d  ~ ~ k m  o[ywr ~ t  by D e o e m ~  31,200Y w~b: 

'rtn smm  
Fedm  SumW m Su  Cmumimm 
Mm'l Cod~ PJ-12.3 
888 Fimt Slreet N.R. 
W,, S a D.C.. 204  

plmJe cmt~t  Mr. Jdm Amdo a (2G~) 502-6'7~. 
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Ce,,,pUu  

O: Tom Mwumc~ 
W'uoon~ Dope. of ICaUmd l~muuau 
$301 Rg~ ~ De,~ 
Wmumu WI f~lOl 


