ECONOMIC IMPACT OF BIG EAU PLEINE FISHING AND RECREATIONAL USE 

Wisconsin anglers overall number 1.5 million people and spend 17 million days fishing (11.3 days per fisherman). Fishing in Wisconsin directly generated $1.1 billion to the economy annually. Adding indirect benefits the value is $2.1 billion per year. Fishing supports 30,000 jobs and contributes $75 million to tax revenue.
 Note these are 1998 dollars, so the total is probably higher today.

Wisconsin’s land area is 65,503 square miles of which 11,190 square miles is water.
 Dividing $2.1 billion by 11,190 square miles of water means Fishing in Wisconsin has $187,000 of total economic impact per year per square mile of water.

The Big Eau Pleine flowage is 10.7 square miles in size or about 0.1% of the amount of surface water in Wisconsin. Assuming a proportional economic impact for the Big Eau Pleine as for the whole state, this means fishing on the Big Eau Pleine reservoir has a total positive economic impact of $2 million per year.  

A 1996 study of Holcombe Reservoir, a 6.1 square mile reservoir on the Chippewa River in Chippewa County found that “recreational value to residents and visitors exceeded $6.5 million annually”
 This puts the economic impact of recreational uses on the Holcombe Reservoir at just over $1 million per square mile per year.

For a sense of comparison, a 2008 UW Oshkosh study of the Lake Winnebago chain (258 square miles) came up with an economic impact of $234 million and 4300 jobs for the 4-lake system.
 This comes to just over $900,000 per square mile per year.

For its size then, the Eau Pleine reservoir could have a positive economic impact on the central Wisconsin area of over $10 million per year. This is probably more its potential than reality, as the Big Eau Pleine reservoir is not as developed as the Holcombe Reservoir or the Lake Winnebago chain.  The total positive economic impact of recreation from the Big Eau Pleine reservoir on central Wisconsin’s economy is likely somewhere between $2 million (fishing alone) and $10 million (its potential) per year.

� From an article called "The economics of shoreland protection" at. wisconsinlakes.org/AboutLakes/PDFs/EconomicsShorelandProtection.pdf. This article quoted their source as U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 1998 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation, State Overview.


� From netstate.com


� from Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company website citing “Lake Holcombe Recreational Use Study, NSP 1996” (Northern States Power).


� Lake Winnebago System experience. �HYPERLINK "http://www.anrep.org/conferences/2008/abstracts/115-fishing-for-dollars-wisconsin2019s-lake-winnebago-system-experience"��www.anrep.org/conferences/2008/abstracts/115-fishing-for-dollars-wisconsin2019s-lake-winnebago-system-experience�. 





